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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 1141. This bill alters the circumstances
under which an equity court may grant visitation rights to a grandparent of a child.

This bill is unnecessary. Maryland law already allows grandparents to ask the court for
visitation or custody of their grandchildren. This bill would eliminate any consideration
of parental fitness or exceptional circumstances at the threshold, which raises serious
questions about its constitutionality. It also alters the best interest of the child analysis to
focus on the relationship with the grandparents. Finally, requiring the court to consider a
child’s desires, regardless of age, is ill-advised and could be harmful to a child who may
not want his/her/their desires communicated.
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